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ADVERTISEMENT. 


F HEN, by perſuaſion of Auch. Bilbo Seeker, 
I ſuffered myſelf to be removed from a 
ery: 4 A Station into the Office of King's 
Profeſſor of Diuinii, it became a matter of ſerious 
concern, How I might acquit myſeif in it agreably 
to the views of ſo venerable a Perſon. The Uni- 
yerſity · Statutes have indeed annexed to it a com- 
petent burthen of Amendances. Literary as well as 
Official. But my Great Friend, in the exaberance of 
diva, publick-{pirit; wiſtied. for ſomething more. 
My honoured Tutor, Dr. Jabs Burtan, of Eton 
College, f in a Diſſertation upon the adyancement. of 
Theological knowledge, nubliſned ſome years be- 
fore my promotion, had thus ae; er 
(in Appenuice ad SAMUBELEM:;) 5 
Deſideratur ſpecialia en Loftirutios au 
6 Prophetarum filios ad officium Paſtorale obeun- 
dum aliquanto inſtructiores faciat. — Diſciplins 
* {cilicet| primitus inſtituta, pro tempotum ſupe- 
e riorum ratione, figure et coloris utplurimum 
* Scholaſtic, ad ſubtilis cujuſdam- artificii oſtenta- 
tionem potius quam ad uſus communes compa- 
e rata, exolevit.' | Hine: fit, ut Diſcipuli noſtri ab 
operoſã Syſtematum diſciplinã uſque adeo abhor- 
« reant, ut extra ordinem fine Duce vagart et er- 
rare malint, quam ex præſcripto ſapere, et Theo- 
« logiz ſynopſin aliquam: prælibare; — adeoque 
« fine Inſtitutione debità, ſine Diſciplina, fine Ex- 
* excitatione' prævid, uno quaſi impetu facto, ad 
Officia momenti longe graviſſimi adminiſtranda 
* accinguntur, 
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L Præceptorem idoneum quærimus — Cateche- 
tc ticum et popularem, — qui quicquid eſt Pre» 
e ceptionum, de Hiſtoria univerſa Biblici, Evan» 
« gelicis Dogmatibus Fidei, Præceptis Moralibus 
« five Ethica Chriſtiana, et de iis quæcunque de. 
“ mum in genere homini Theologo ſunt ſcitu max- 
<« jme neceſſaria, ſermone non Latino ſed Vernaculo, 
„ proferat, plenius _ vr nts 9p a Catechumeno 
& percipiendum. n Ee 61 3 
Theſe exprefiions, 1 bad * to believe, were 
perfectly conformable to the ſentiments of the good 
Arch-Biſnop. I therefore determined myſelf to act 
with a view to them. I publiſned my Deſign in a 
Latin Prælection, De Studiis T heologicis 17564; and 
I loſt no time to ſketch out a Plan, and to prepare 
myſelf to ſpeak upon each Article, in a regular 
courſe of Lectures, to ſuch Students from Three 
to Seven Years: Standing, as came recommended 
by their Tutors or Governors, Gratis. The times 
by me appointed for this Lecture have been at 
Seven o Clock on Sunday, Wedneſday, and Friday- 
Evenings through the greater part of the Acade- 
mical year; ſo that the number of Lectures in the 
whole are between Sixty and Seventy. 

In this courſe I have now proceeded for more 
than Eight Years, and it is my purpoſe te to „eetinue 
it ſo long ag & God That give me 1 


EDWARD BENTHAM, 


Chrift-Charch, Oxford. | gies | 5p 5 
Mar, 28. 1774. 0907521 
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IVIN ITE; or dass a word leſs 
2 # common in Engliſh, though more 
diſtin in its ſignification) T HEOLOGY, 
is the Knowledge and Declaration of Truths 
relating to God; Truths pertaining either 
to His Nature, or to His Dealings with the 
World -++ part y with Mankind z = 


ticularl 
His wiſe and beneficent purpoſes in Creating 
Us; his power and goodneſs manifeſted in 
Preſerving Us: his: Mercy in Redeeming 
Us; — the Laws or Rules of life, which 
He hath — 22d both by Reaſon and 
Revelation; the Rewards and Puniſhments, 
whereby He hath inforoed them in former 
times, and now continues to inforce them 
upon Us as Moral agents; and which, 
for the diſplay of His Wiſdom and Juſtice, 
He will hereafter. diſtribute in exact pro- 
portion to the merits or demerits of particu- 
lar perſons, as they ſhall have improved or 
abuſed thoſe means of Grace, which He 
#everally affords to each, wilth gi 

| In 
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In its full extent, it comprehends all that 
knowledge, which may be uſefully applied 
to diſcover the Will of God, or to give it a 
practical influence'up6h our Behavior. 

An Object of Study thus excellent in it- 
ſelf, and intereſting to Mankind, can never 
want motives to recommend it to our fre- 
quent and attentive! conſidèration; and the 
fame Motives ſhould engage us to conſider it 
with ſo much care and caution; as not to fall 
into miſtakes about ii.. 
Theology being a practical &cience, true 
improvement in it is to he derived from 
found principles, the fear of God and 
hearty love of Virtue; as its proper ſource. 
And therefore it were much to be wiſhed, 
that every one, who applies himſelf to this 
Study, had paſſed through a courſe of xeli - 
gious domeſtick Education. Of which pre- 
parative, perhaps, no one part would be 
more beneficial 1 the e IR F _— 
Devotion. „ n by 

. For, to uſe the dts of Dean Piidentax, | 
“ While Religion remains in Families, and 
God is daily worſhipped, Children are 
* early bred up by their Parents and in- 
e ſtructed in the Knowledge of Him: And 
*« the principles of Chriſtianity, thus firſt 
& inſtilled into them, will continue to grow 

6 cc up 
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V up with them into further Knowledge, as 
es they themſelves grow to be further ca- 
3 it. And whilſt young men are 
thus educated, when any of them are ſent 
to the Univerſity, there to be. fitted by 
their ſtudies for the Miniſtry of. Religion, 
they carty ſome Knowledge of it thither 
< with them, and thereby becomd the 
& ſooner and more - effectually qualified ta 
become Teachers ef it. But, in pro- 
portion as family · devotion and — 
ſtruction are neglected, (and this neglect. 
«through the corruption of the times, hath 
t grown ſol faſt, as nom in a great meaſure 
eg to have qerſpread the land) young men 
* ill frequently comd ta the Univerſity 
without any knowledge on tincture of Re- 
<ligzon at all.“ And “ having proceeded 
«ito their firſt Degree with the ſame igna-· 
rance as te all ſacred Learning, as when 
« firſt admitted into the Vnixerſity, they 
<< may. offer themſelves for Orders, to be 
f Teacher in the Church, hen they are 
*.only. fit to be Catechumens therein,” 
Lyje, P+ 90, 91. 3/2219 2X! 44 
- Many of our Mate Idee 
particularly the ſtated Calls to Devotion, 
both Morning and Evening, are wiſely cal - 
culated and ordained for advancement of 
9 Re- 
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Religion in Theory and Practice: They 
cannot fail to kindle and cheriſh good Diſ- 
poſitions, in all, whoſe Attendance upon 
them is conſtant and habitual.” So that by 
the help of this foundation, we may reaſon- 
ably hope, that in the courſe of the three 
firſt Vears, a young man's Heart may be 
eſtabliſhed in the Love of Piety, and Virtue; 
As his Mind alſo may be competently furniſh- 
ed with thoſe Elements of Philoſophy, which 
are more immediately connected with Divi- 
nity: . ſuch are the Principles and Rules of 
ſound Reaſoning, with the nature of Evi- 
dence; the Principles of Moral Conduct; 
the general Concluſions reſpecting Neligious, 
Social, and Perſonal Duties; eee 
upon which their Obligation is founded. 

It may be expected alſo, that he — 
ployed a degree of ſtudy and attention ſuffi - 
cient to inveſtigate the Principles of Natural 
and Revealed Religion, together with the 
Evidences by which their main Truths may 
be ſupported; that he hath not only peruſed, 
but well conſidered the Chriſtian Diſcipline, 
whoſe Outlines, excellent both for matter 
and method, are traced out in our Church- 
Catechiſm; that he is no ſtranger to the 
plain Texts of Scripture which may be 


— to prove the ſeveral Articles; that 
ba 
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he is not unacquainted with the Hiſtory 
contained in the facred Books of Old and 
New Teſtaments; the Hiſtory of the Pro- 
pagation and firſt ſettlement of Chriſtianity; 
and the Hiſtory of the Reformation of the 
Church of England from Popery. 

Theſe are points, which, if the buſineſs 
is undertaken ſeriouſly and regularly purſued, 
may be maſtered with great eaſe within the 
compaſs of Time I mention, and that with- 
out interrupting the buſineſs of other ſtudies. 
A few Books, relative to theſe matters, read 
over in moderate portions on Sundays (the 
time properly due to ſuch meditations), under 
the inſpection of the Tutor, will fully an- 
ſwer the purpoſe. 'The Books ſhould be 
plain and eaſy. x pompous ſcheme of 


* That ſuch a ſcheme is not chimerical I may venture to 
ſay, having known it to be executed, repeatedly, in the 
courſe of many years Tuition. 

The plan, upon which it was conducted, is This ; - 

It was opened by the peruſal of thoſe excellent advices, 
how to prepare ourſelves for the due conſideration of Religious 
matters; which are to be found in Gid/on's Firſt Paſtoral 
Letter, F. 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10. 

Wilkins on Natural Religion, and Grotius's firſt Rook de FVeritate 
Kc. were uſed for the Principles of Natural Religion and the 
Evidence on which it is founded. 

Girb/or's Firſt Paſtoral Leiter, $.'5, 6, 7, $. and the whole. 
ſecond, together with Gretius's 2d Book de Veritate (taking 
Dr enkin's Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity for a Commentary 
on Grotius) were uſed for the Prgots of Revealed Religion. 

Gibſon's 3d Paſtoral Letter and the 3d Book of Grotius ſerved 
to illuſtrate the Canon of Holy Scriptures 3 and Mr Zoxuth, 
for Directions how to uſe them. 

b Wake's 


s  IFOUDL*OP 
Study, at firſt ſetting out, in this and in- 
deed in all branches of Science, is apt to per- 


Wake's Catechiſm, P. IJ, III and IV. Gibfer's 3d Paſtoral 
Letter, . 6. & 4th p. 247. 260. and Dr S. Clarke's three Eſſays 
were uſed to give a view of Practical Chriſtianity. 

An Abridgment of Pearſon on the Creed (Dr Kennet's or 


Dr Biſhop's) and 
y Wake's Catechiſm, P. II. for the Articles of Chriſtian 
aith, | | 

Wake's Catechiſm, P. V. and Gib/on on the Lord's Supper, 
for the Doctrine of Chriſtian Sacraments, 
- Theſe Books were read over: It was expected that the 
Pupils from time to time ſhould throw the principal Sections 
of Arch-Biſhop Vale into a ſeries of continued Diſcourſes : 
The Subſtance of the other Books was broken into Queſtions 
by the Tutor; and the Pupils were expected to bring the 
Anſwers in Writing at the Subſequent Lecture. | 

The Lecture was given for one Hour or more on Sunday- 
Evenings in Winter, and on Monday-Mornings in Summer, 

Beſides this, a part of each Lecture-Seaſon ( eſpecially 
when on Sundays) was employed in taking a curfory view 
of the moſt remarkable Biblical Tranſactions by the help of 
Dr J. Watts Abridgment; and My Echard*s Ecclefaſtical 
Hiftory, B. I, II. The remaining part of Echard afforded a 
ſketch of the Eſtabliſtkment of Chriſtianity during the Three 
firſt Centuries. And a very uſeful Book it is; though ex- 
ceptionable in ſome paſſages. 

Burnet's Abridgment of his Hiſtory of the Reformation ſerved 
by way of Introduction to a Knowledge of the preſent Eſtab- 
liſhment of Religion in England. 

It was preſumed that each Pupil had a fair Impreſſion 
of the Holy Bible in Engliſh; and of the New Teſtament, 
at leaſt, in Greek. They were adviſed to proceed diligen:ly, 
though leiſurely, in their endeavovrs to lay the foundation of 
Critical Skill in it. As they were thought unequal to the 
taſk of reading the Books of H. Scripture in regular order, 
the Weekly Epiſtles and Goſpels were recommended to the 
firſt ſhare of their attention. And the way was opened to 
their making a proper uſe of larger Commentaries by Dr Clark 
on the Goſpels, Dr Fell or Pyle on the Epiſtles, or by Dr 


Stanbope's Paraphraſe and Commentary, for the Sentiment 3 
| and. 
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plex and confound young Students, and give 
them more of Self- conceit than of real Im- 
provement. Fi; 1 
As it is very common for All Scholars to 
undervalue thoſe branches of Literature which 
they have not cultivated, ſo are men of lively 
genius and partial proficiency very apt to 
think and ſpeak ſlightingly of Elementary 
Inſtitutions, and of that conſtancy of plod- 
ding application, which They themſelves 
have not had the patience to give, though 
neceſſary to render their Studies effectual. 

Led by their example, young men, who 
are induced to carry themſelves high in order 
to be thought important, too readily fall into 
the ſame track of contemptuouſneſs and neg- 
ligence. Diſdaining to ſtand upon the ſeem- 
ing level of School- boys, they will often 
indulge, and expreſs a haughty contempt of 
| ſuch Books, as are written in Englith, and, 
by their plain familiar ſtyle, adapted to the 
capacity of common Chriſtians: they may 
wonder that what J have ſpecified in note 
and vY the Lexicons of Paſor, Leigh, Stockius, or Mintert for 
| Ir — al ernte to the Pupils to take occaſion, 
every Week wherein any Church-Holiday was appointed, to 
obtain ſome —— of the occaſion, from Myr Nel/on on 


the Faſls and Fiſtivals, or the above-mentioned Work of 
Dr Stanhope. | 
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p. 5, 6, 7. is aſſigned as matter of uſeful em- 
ployment for a three-years' courſe, when it 
may all be peruſed in one tenth of the time. 
---But, if ſuch elements are ſkimmed over 


with the uſual haſte of juvenile impatience, 


and under the influence of ſelf-conceit, little 
impreſſion, and as little profic can be 
expected. 

Why .is Geometry to be ſtudied „ich a 
Tutor ? Why Logick---Ethicks---and Na- 


tural Philoſophy ? Is it for any other reaſon 


but to enſure Attention? | Subſidiary Aſſiſt- 
ances are wanting; not to repreſent the 
matters more clearly, but to inculcate them 
ſo as to make a laſting impreſſion: For in 
the artieles above- mentioned, (the firſt more 
eſpecially, though it commonly paſſes for 
the moſt difficult) the appeal is all along 
made to the plaineſt principles of Common- 
ſenſe. But Attention in young perſons, it 
is well known, is apt to be relaxed; Aſſi- 
duity to flag. Experience aſſures us that 
the Generality muſt have new ſubjects in- 
culcated upon their minds by repeated im- 
preſſions; theſe alone can render them fa- 
miliar to their Apprehenſions. For this 


purpoſe they muſt diligently and ſteadily be 


led on ſtep by ſtep: It will be well if, at 
the expiration of three or four years of Pu- 


pillage, 
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pillage, they become ripe and ſtrong enough 
to bear the compliment of being declared 
ſufficient for the purpoſes of ſelf Govern- 
ment, of being truſted with the application 
of general advices, and of having the conſe- 
quences of their literary Education riſked 
upon the ſolitary efforts of private ſtudy. 
In ſhort, the Tutor muſt have the patience 
to give his Pupils much the ſame conſtancy 
of \ perſonal ſuperintendence, which a good 
Schoolmaſter knows to be TY to the 
Scholar's proficiency. 

\ Moreover in examining duch ne 
* as are required by way of exerciſes from 
young Pupils, great allowance muſt be made 
for negligences and puerilities. Ordinarily 
we can expect but little of elegance and pro- 
pricty, in their frſt repreſentations of Theo- 
logical or Philoſophical ſubjects. But ſtill, 
if a moderate ſhare of regular diligence and 
care be applied, it will effectually prepare 
the ſoil to give a plentiful harveſt; many 
uſeful notices will gradually and frongly be 
inſinuated; ſomething, that will give ſoli- 
dity to the future reaſonings of the Clergy- 
man, and ſerve as ſound principles of Reli- 
gious and Moral conduct in the Gentleman. 
To ſuch as have had their minds opened 
by previous inſtitution, and habitually inured 
2 tq 


10 STUDYVYAOAEF 


to the conſideration of ſacred things, the 
following Syllabus is addreſſed, containing 
the principal heads of Study relative to the 
profeſſion of Clergymen, upon a larger Plan. 
It may be conſidered as a Sketch or Map of 
the Whole, and of the ſeveral parts into 
er it may be diſtinguiſhed. 

Accordingly, the young — intend- 
ing for Holy Orders, muſt now conſider 
himſelf as proceeding to build a ſuperſtruc- 
ture upon the foundation above-mentioned, 
in order to Inſtruct, Admonith or Reprove 
with all Authority. For this purpoſe He 
ſhould review the vaſt and comprehenſive 
plan of Moral Duties, illuſtrate, confirm or 
correct his ſcholaſtick notions by Scriptural 
determinations. Let him obſerve how the 
philoſophical ſchemes, both Antient and 
Modern, to which he hath been accuſtomed, 
have been enlarged and improved by Deter- 
minations peculiar to Chriſtianity; particu- 
larly by its ſpeculative Doctrines, as they 
are called, by its poſitive Inſtitutions, and 
by its Promiſes and Threatnings. 

He muſt enable himſelf to ſet forth the 
Evidences of Religion, both Natural and 
Revealed: He muſt trace thoſe of Natural 
through very important ſpeculations, into 
which they branch, concerning the Being 

and 
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and Perfections of God, the certainty * 
apr — and of a future State. 1 
He muſt learn to ſtate, with accuracy, the 
Evidences of the Chriſtian Religion, its in- 
ternal excellency ; and its external proofs from 
Miracles, Prophecies and Types ; the divine 
character of its Author; and the circumſtan- 
ces of its marvellous Propagation. In ſhort, let 
him be aſſiduous, in the courſe of his Read 
ing, to collect whatever may appear ſervice- 
able to prove, illuſtrate or enforce the ſeveral 
parts of Chriſtian Belief and practical Duty. 
The Books of Holy Scripture will now 
open to him very extenſive ſcenes of Enquiry. 
The Authority of the Books themſelves is to 
be maintained againſt Atheiſts. and. Deiſts: 
and the Canon of Scripture, as received in 
the Church of England, muſt be juſtified 
againſt Papiſts. The conſideration of the 
former branch will neceſſarily lead him into 
various diſquiſitions concerning the Jewith 
Religion, its Riſe, Progreſs and Abolition; 
while the latter point cannot be eſtabliſhed 
without the help of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 
The Authors, Time, Scope and Manner 
of Writing, with the ſubje&t-matter treated 
of in each of the Sacred Books, are to be 
ſeverally aſcertained and remarked. Here 
will be a demand of Skill in the learned 
Languages. With- 
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Without the Latin no proper uſe can be 
made of the principal Commentaries and 
other helps. The very elements of Critical 
ſkill in the New Teſtament imply the neceſ- 
 fity of the Greek. And the Hebrew, at leaſt 
enough of it to examine and ſee the force of 
Criticiſms depending upon that Language, 
after they have been debated by others, (if 
not to make them) muſt be in its nature al- 
ways uſeful, and is, at this time, from par- 
ticular circumſtances, become very deſireable. 
The art of giving a critical diſcuſſion to the 
Original Text, both Hebrew and Greek, in 
all the niceties of grammatical accuracy, de- 
ferves a moſt ſerious and induſtrious cultiva- 
tion. Men of Learning, within the two 
laſt -centuries more eſpecially, have very 
ſucceſsfully employed their labours upon this 
article; and from this ſource have unfolded 
great evidence for the illuſtration and vindi-- 
cation of the Bible, with full refutation of 
many erroneous enſnaring opinions. | 
The Hiſtory of the Bible is intimately 
connected with the important conſiderations 
above-mentioned ; and it ought to make a 
diſtin head of Enquiry, in order to obviate 
the Objections which Unbelievers are apt to 
make againſt the ſeveral parts of it. With 
this view the Facts recorded in Holy Scrip- 
ture 
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ture are to be digeſted in proper order of 
Time; their Connexion with reports of Pro- 
fane Hiſtory, in many particulars, ' is to be 
pointed out : And that remarkable interval 
of the Jewiſh Hiſtory, which lies between 
the Old and New Teſtaments, is to be filled 
up. Theſe diſquifitions will include" or re- 
quire a knowledge of the Geography and 
Chronology of the Bible, and of antient 
Rites and Cuſtoms, not only Jewiſh but 
Phœnician, Grecian and Roman: For not 
only the Hiſtorical and Prophetical parts of 
Holy Scripture, but the Diſcourſes” of our 
Bleſſed Lord abound with Trequenry's alluſions 
thereto. 

Nor ſhould a Divine fail of being verſed 
in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. That of the times 
immediately ſubſequent to the Hiſtory'of the 
New Teſtament reflects great light upon the 
Evidence of Chriſtianity drawn from the 
circumſtances of its Propagation. From this 
ſource it is that ye vindicate the authority 
of the Canonical Books of the New Teſta- 
ment, that we juſtify our Church in the 
admiſſion of ſeveral uſages both of Eccleſi- 
aftical Government and Diſcipline, and trace 
out the riſe and progreſs of erroneous Doc- 
trines and ſuperſtitious Practices in the Church 
of Rome, It is requiſite therefore to know 

nas n ſome- 
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ſomething of the ſucceſſion of Writers called 
the Fathers; the Times and Languages in 
which they wrote; the ſubject-matter of 
which they treat; and the peculiar excellen- 
cies of the moſt remarkable among them, in 
order to apply them to their proper uſes. 
Moreover, the Student in Divinity is con- 
cerned to enquire into the eſtabliſnment of 
Chriſtianity in Britain; to trace the Uſur- 
pations of Popery; the Hiſtory and Circum- 
ſtances of the Reformation in general and of 
the Engliſh in particular; together with the 
riſe, progreſs and ſettlement of our Projenk. 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution. ., _ 

He ſhould know what Schiſms — ariſen 
with reſpect to Church-Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment; in what particulars the Church of 
England ſtands diſtinguiſhed from the Church 
of Rome on the one hand, and from Proteſtant 
Diſſenters on the other; the ſtate of our 
Controverſies with the former, and the inva- 
lidity of the Reaſons upon which theſe latter 
ground their Separation. 

He ought likewiſe to be acquainted with 
the riſe and progreſs of Heretical Opinions, 
particularly the Arian and Socinian; and ſtill 
more with the Arguments, the Scriptural 
Arguments, whereby they may be refuted.. 
For indeed the certain though myſterious 


Doctrines concerning the Incarnation and 
God- 
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Godhead of our Bleſſed Saviour, the Satiſ- 
faction of his Sufferings and Death, and the 
ever-bleſſed Trinity, are the peculiar diſtin- 
guiſhing foundations of Chriſtianity. TOR 
The Courſe of theſe enquiries will natu- 
rally prompt him to procure an hiſtorical 
knowledge of our Articles and Liturgy' and 
Ordination, with their Vindication. At the 
fame time he will do well to conſider how 
truly odious and unehriſtian is the ſpirit of 
Perſecution; and upon what joint reaſons 
of Chriſtian Duty and Political Expedi- 
ency, the exerciſe of Private Judgment is 
encouraged, and a Toleration of petſons 
conſcientiouſly and quietly Diſſenting from 
the Church of England is n by the 
Legiſlature:” | > 4104. Vhddty: of le 
Lagſtly, His q qualifications will be materially 
defective, unleſs he obtains a competent 
knowledge of thoſe Laws of the Land, which 
reſpect the Civil Rights and Immunities'of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church; and alſo of *thoſe, 
which it concerns every Beneficed Perſon at 
peril to obſerve. Not one of theſe articles, 
J think, can be diſcarded as uſeleſs. - 
The object of Theological ſtudies being 
150 extenſive, the young Student may well 
exclaim, Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? 
The literary qualifications requiſite for theſe 
C 2 purpoſes, 


purpoles,. in reſpec: of Labour, Parts and 
Learning, to ſay the leaſt of them, are not 
inferior to thoſe of the other Learned Pro- 
feſſions. May the repreſentation of this field 
of Study, ſo various, and ſo important, ex- 
cite a due degree of Diligence in thoſe, who 
ar peculiarly ſet apart for its cultivation 
May it convince both them, and thoſe who 
are to receive benefit from the due diſcharge 
of their ſacred Offices, that the Clerical Pro- 
feſſion neither is in its own nature, nor ever 
ought to be embraced as a n. retreat 
for Idleneſs or Incapacity! Were dd 
At the ſame time it muſt ous confeſſed, 
chat che abilities of few perſons, if indeed 
of any, are equal to Theological Science in 
its full extent. May this conſideration have 
its due influence upon thoſe who fat in judg- 
ment upon the proficiency. of  Clergymen ! 
May it teach them candour towards thoſe 
whom they find deficient in ſome, branches 
of Theological knowledge, if they endeavour 
to compenſate for ſuch defect by diligence 
upon other articles, perhaps better adapted 
to their particular genius, and to which they 
may be led by circumſtances peculiar to their 
ſituation! May it raiſe an honeſt emulation 
in thoſe, whoſe Studies are ſeverally turned 
to m. to Languages, to Philology, 
to 
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to Caſuiltry,. to. COS to Hiſtory, to 
Oratory,. each in their reſpective provinces 
to acquit themſelves laudably, as Scholars! 
May it at the ſame time reſtrain; them, from 
regarding each other with an eye of jealouſy, 
--- from, overrating. their, own attainments, 
and from diſparaging thoſe who labour 
together with them, though by a different 
way, to advance the ſame. noble cauſe! May 
they. joyfully borrow each other's aid, and, 
making mutual payments of candour and be- 
nevolence, a evi with cheerfulneſs to . 
one another}, | WE: 

Much were it coke wilhed,, that tha ſri 
ence. of Divinity ſhould receive as full and 
judicious an illuſtration for the benefit of 
younger Students, as hath lately been given 
to the Laws of England. The ſeveral bran- 


ches of it indeed, by the diligence and eru- 


dition of different writers, have been greatly 
cultivated and adorned; by none more ſuc- 


ceſsfully than by our own Countrymen. 


And fome Bodies of Divinity have been com- 
piled in Engliſh as well as in Latin; but 


all of them inadequate to the purpoſe of In- 


ſtruction in its full extent; ſatis factory in ſome 
points, but conſiderably defective in others. 
A valuable ſtock of materials therefore, we 


muſt acknowledges appears ready for him 
that 
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that ſhall undertake the taſk, larger and 
better digeſted than what lay open upon the 
Laws of England. And perhaps the very 
| Novelty of the ſubject contributed much to 
| animate the enquiries of that judicious Com- 
mentator and to invigorate his undertaking”: 
F Whereas the ſubject of the Theological Pro- 
1 feſſor's concern may ſeem to have nothing 
New to recommend it: It is that which was 
from the beginning, and which" was once deli- 
vered to the Saints. For this be is to contend. 
He is alſo to explain and vindicate (ſo far as 
upon rational principles it ſhall appear defen- 
ſible) that particular Mode in which Religion 
1 is eſtabliſhed here in England. No wonder 
[ then, if Many, whoſe ambition it is to fi- 
mM gure in the ſuperiour claſſes of Genius and 
; Learning, ſhould eſteem it a debaſement of 
| their Dignity to be employed in the work ef 5 
; ſupplying the wants of younger Students. 
2 There is indeed, for wiſe Papen Zhu 
| planted in every man a fond partiality for 
| himſelf and for his own attainments. And 
3 it ſhould be one uſe of Erudition, while it 
lb pares off the natural roughneſs of the human 
mind, to bring it to the acknowledgement of 
every excellency that may be found in other 
men. But, unaccountably, it doth fometimes 
narrow mens' views. . Hence thoſe, who are' 
: pow 
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poſſeſſed of a partial proficiency in any of the 
literary Profeſſions, are too apt ſo to magnify 
the importance of thoſe ſingle branches, 
which it hath been their fortune to cultivate, 
as to neglect the great ends which their Pro- 
feſſion itſelf ˖ i8 calculated to ſerve. „ Thus, 
becauſe a {kill in Mathematics may be highs 
ly ſubſervient to the Advancement of Archi- 
tecture and Medicine, ſome profeſſed Archi- 
tects and Phyſicians, deſerting practical uſes, 
have piqued themſelves chiefly upon impro- 
ving Mathematical Theories. So alſo in re- 
ſpect of religious Medicine and Architecture, 
becauſe the. inſtrumental aids of Philology 
are neceſſary to the right underſtanding. of 
the Old and New. Teſtaments, ſome Pro- 

feſſors of Divinity may be tempted. to top 
ſhort of their true object: Finding that Phi- 
lalogical knowledge, being more removed 
from, common. reach, appears, more brilliant, 
and. attracts more admiration, they may too 
much confine their own ſtudies, and direct 
the principal attention of Students hither, to 
the neglect of ſuch 2 full comprehenſion of 
Biblical Truths, as is neceſſary to heal the 
diſeaſes of men's ſouls and to build them up 
in an holy Faith and Practice. 


Very different were the eertions - the 
judieious and, learned. Arch - Biſhop Secker. 
Su- 
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Superior to moſt men in Erudition, Sagacity 
and Diligence, He indulged above all the 
deſire of being Uſeful. He well knew the 
Moral and Religious ſtate of the Kingdom; 
and, as a faithful Paſtor, he wiſhed moſt 
earneſtly, he laboured moſt conſtantly to ad- 
miniſter remedies to its diſorders, and ſup- 
plies to its wants. Having traverſed through 
all the parts of Science connected with Theo- 
logy, He knew their value too well-to treat 


any of them with indifference or diſregard: 


Indeed he raiſed 'ample monuments of his 
ſxilfulneſs and labour in almoſt every branch; 
and, with a lovely condeſcenfion, ſhewed 
himſelf a hearty friend and encourager of all 
efforts of well-meaning diligence in Others. 
His Addreſſes to the Clergy, contained in 
his Charges, are affectionate, and compre- 
henſive of almoſt all Clerical duties, reſpect- 
ing either the cultivation of Studies or the 
conduct of Life. From that ſcantling of 
his abilities, which was exhibited in his 
Catechetical Lectures ſoon after his death, it 
appeared how admirably well qualified He 
was to form a juſt Commentary upon Reli- 
gion in its large extent. In the Sermont, 
which He himſelf publiſhed, He exhauſted 
every ſubject upon which He took occaſion 
to treat; And in thoſe which have been ſince 

pub- 
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publiſhed, we ſee many important points of 
Theology drawn. out to their full dimenſions. 
What a copious fund of Learning is there 
brought forth and fitted for general uſe 
With what penetration and ſagacity doth He 
inveſtigate the workings-of the human mind, 
and trace the riſe and progreſs of epidemi- 
cal Etrors and Vices? With what ſoundneſs 
of ſpeech and cloſeneſs of application doth 
He mark them out and reprove them How: 
ſolid are his Solutions of Difficulties, his, 
Anſwers given to Objections, and his refuta- 
tion of —— ? All, in the mean while is ſo 
well adapted to the purpoſe of Inſtructiona 
that while the loweſt order of Chriſtians: 
may peruſe his Writings with comfort and; 
edi fication, Scholars. of the higher claſſes can 
ſcarce fail of receiving afſiſtance, improve 
ment and entertainment. "9 
We will not deſpair then, but that ſome 
man of Genius and Learning, following this 
illuſtrious example, and influenced by the 
ſame zeal for Religion, may go on to perfect 
a ſyſtem of Divinity for the uſe of younger 
Students, with ſimilar comprehenſiveneſs of 
matter and accuracy of method, judiciouſneſs 
of determination, preciſion of ſentiment and 
energy of diction, ſuch as have done honour 
and illuſtration to our National Laws, under 


the Nen of our Lau- Commentator. 
„ In 
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In the mean time the following Delinea- 
tion is deſigned to direct and enlarge the 


views of younger Students; and it may poſ- 


ſibly have its uſe in guiding the eye of ſuch 
as may be diſpoſed to lay the groundwork of 


Inſtructing others. | 
I have placed the ſevopub Articles a fuck 


Order as ſeemed to me moſt natural: And 
yet particular cireumſtances, it is eafily-con- 
ceived, may require a departure from that 
Order. I have not given them any 
mark of diſerimination in reſpect of Impor- 
tance; and yet eommon ſenſe will forbid us 
to conſider them as ere all _ the 
fame N d unn 
The Dotrmes an Duties poihtodramss in 


our Church-Catechiſm (1 muſt repeat it) 


deſerve the greateſt care both in ſtating their 
nature and proving their obligation upon our 
Faith and Practice: and they ſhould be di- 
ligently traced into their Scriptural conſe- 
quences. In order to lay a good foundation, 
it behoves all men, high and low, to treaſure 
up ſatis factory reaſons of their Chriſtian 


Hope; which cannot be done to good pur- 


poſe but by well examining the Evidences of 
our holy Religion, and ä juſt no- 


tions concerning them. 8 
And 
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And though every ſerious Clergyman muſt 
think the — of the other articles 
very deſirable, yet perfection is to be ex- 
pected only from thoſe who by rank and 
ſtation are placed in n degrees of Pre- 
eminence. 
lere will be a large fieldor Curioſity and 
Fancy to range in. As the genius of diffe- 
rent perſons ever carries a different bias, and 
fits them for various purſuits, it would be 
unreaſonable to forbid the Studegt in Divi- 
nity to follow the bent of Genius, when, in 
other ſtudies, the doing ſo hath frequently 
opened the way to excellency and perfection. 
Rare and uncommon are the inſtances of 
ſuch a happy combination of the different 
powers of Genius, Penetration, Erudition 
and Judgment, exerted upon different ſub- 
jects, as was diſplayed by Biſhop Sherlock. 
From his firſt entrance upon the Miniſtry, 
he had his intercourſe of Paſtoral Inſtruction 
with Men uniting in themſelves the charac- 
ters both of Learning and Buſineſs; Men 
uſed to preciſion, and habitually practiced in 
the examination of Evidence; from the 
memory of Popiſh encroachments very apt 
to entertain jealouſies concerning Eceleſiaſ- 
tical perſons in general; and careful not to 
* to Religion more * in the re- 
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gulation of private life, or in its publick 
Eſtabliſhment, than what could clearly be 
challenged by force of indubitable Argument 
and declarations of Law. It was no eaſy 
taſk, in the courſe of conſtant Preaching, to 
ſatisfy the inquiſitiveneſs of men, delicate 
even to faſtidiouſneſs, whoſe doubts amounted 
ſometimes to Scepticiſm. Nay a fair Hearing 
was not ordinarily to be expected from that 
claſs of young perſons who, in matters of 
Religion, too readily admit of Ridicule as a 
a proper teſt of Truth. Theſe difficulties, 
however, ſerved only to quicken the endea- 
vours of Bithop Sherlock : they put him 
upon re-examining and carefully ſtating every 
thing which through the temper of the Times 
ſeemed moſt expoſed to Cavil; as well the 
eſtabliſhed Doctrines in matters of Faith and 
Practice, as the Eyidences, upon which their 
admiſſion might be juſtined. His Writings 
therefore are All animated; and, from his 
peculiar views in obviating ſurmiſes and 
quaſhing objections, they carry with them 
an air of Novelty, highly pleaſing to the 
Imagination, while the ſolidity of his Rea- 
ſonings brings conviction to the Judgment. 
I cannot here omit the mention of Biſhop 
Gihhon, another Prelate diſtinguiſhed by a 
great variety of uſeful ere. With what- 
ever 
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ever virulence ſome perſons have been pleaſed 

to traduce his notions of Eccleſiaſtical Polity, 

yet even Prejudice and Envy muſt acknow- 
ledge, if they will not applaud; his great 
Induſtry and Accuracy in collecting and me- 
thodizing the Declarations of Law concern- 
ing it. To his Exhortation, Inſpection and 
Encouragement alſo do we owe that Collee- 
tion of Evidences reſpecting the foundations 

of Religion, Natural and Revealed, which 
are ſeen in the Sermons preached at the An- 
nual Lecture inſtituted by the Honourable 
Robert Boyle; from the year 1691 to 1732. 
And from him is derived the Preſervation of 
thoſe valuable pieces, which were written 
againſt Popery by Divines of the Church of 
England in the laſt Century; and which, 4 
his judicious diſpoſition, now form an 1 
pregnable barrier againſt the uſurpations and 
ſuperſtitions' of the Church of Rome. Nor 
were his candour and zeal, to give a due 
effect to the pious labours of other men, 
more conſpicuous than his vigilance and ac- 
tivity, both as a Pariſh-Prieſt, and as a Bi- 
ſhop, by Writings of his own, to ſecure 
.. —_— cotnmieted to wes _— on 


8 Similar to theſe 4 in piety. of — * . with 
grea elegance as well as h. gment, are many ſmall pieces 


decaſionally written by Arch-Biſhop Synge of Ireland. ch 
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the dangers of Enthufiaſm, Popery, Infide- 
lity and Immorality : Witneſs the many 
Treatiſes, whereby he was always at work 
to counteract them, to prevent their ſpread- 
ing among the middling and lower ranks of 
men, and to excite his people to a life of 
holineſs and virtue. So long as we allow the 
Solidity of his Reaſonings, and the Judiciouſ- 
neſs of his Applications, in thoſe ſmaller per- 
formances, we ſhall be leſs concerned at his 
not appearing with the parade and trappings 
of Learning: But indeed ſuch Solidity 
and Judicioufneſs is the proper fruit of good 
Learning; and can nn 3 no 1 
foundation. 

We might carry our memories ain Ruther 
backward, and find it uſeful to meditate on 
the labours of other great men, who in vas 
rious ſtations have done honour to our 
Church, and ſerved not only their own; but 
the generations yet to come. At preſent-1 
ſelect only ſome names, which appear on 
the Epiſcopal Roll, fuch as Wake, Lloyd, 
Burnet, Bull, Stilling fleet, Patrick, Sharp, 
Beverege, Tilotſon, Pearſon, & c. When we 
conſider the activity of theſe Prelates in their 
Paſtoral and Epiſcopal ſtations, the variety 
and largeneſs of their learned works, and 

the 
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the extenſiveneſs of their Corteſpondencies, 
Literary as well as Official: --- viewing them 
according to ideas of Living, we 
ſtand amazed, not at their being called into 
Stations of higheſt eminence, but at their 
being able to croud ſuch. a quantity of buſi- 
neſs into the compals of their ſingle lives; 
buſineſs, not leſs real nor leſs important for 
being, much of it, tranſacted within — 
walls of their private Libraries. 

But to return to the buſineſs of filling oy 
theſe Outlines. Whoever attempts it, whether 
in the view of Improving himſelf, or of In- 
ſtructing others, ſhould conſider it as more a 
work of Labour and Judgment than of In- 
vention. Men of ſprightly Parts and of teem- 
ing Fancies ſhould be upon their guard 
againſt the earneſt you ko Pens No- 
velties. 

Great ener ſhould FD r to Read: 
ng, 1 Tim. iv. 4. the Reading of the Holy 
Scripture more eſpecially, as the Beginning 
and End of all our ſpiritual Studies. And 
this ſhould be done with conſtancy and dili- 
gence; that the Contents may be marked, 
learned, compared together, and inwardly 

What remains of Arch- Biſhop Wake”s Correſpondencies, 
Foreign as well as Domeſtick, in Latin,, French and Engliſh, | 


relating to the then ſtate of Religion in different parts of the 
World, is aſtoniſhingly large. 


digeſted. 


— — 


% 75 # * 
P 


2 * 
- — — — 


—— 


& . 2 is eo - 


, > __ = — 18 932 —— * > Domes 0 
XV > 8 - 3 — —— — Oey — 
re TP TAE: 


ti ito Ae. 4 
3 


28 STUDY/OF 
digeſted. But in order to the being profited 
thereby, even in reſpect of moral improve- 
ment, the Scriptures ſhould be carefully 
diſtinguiſned according to the different de- 
figns of the ſeveral Books; and of the diffe- 
rent parts of the ſame Book, as Hiſtorical, 
Prophetical, Doctrinal, Moral or Devotional: 
A due preparation of the Heart is alſo neceſ- 
ſary: For how can it be expected that the 
Scriptures ſhould work their work of Con- 
viction to Holineſs: and Sobermindedneſs 


upon that perſon,” who is regardleſs of that 


Holy Spirit by which they were written; and 
who, conſiders them not as a Rule of Lifo 
and Judgment, but as matter of Scholaſtick 
Criticiſm z and who, under ſpecious pr e 
tences of diveſting his mind from old — 
judices, takes pleaſure in ſuch courſes as. 
muſt naturally vitiate and confound his. moral 
Taſte? For what elſe can be expected from 
2 familiar intercourſe of young perſons with 
ſome celebrated writers of modern vogue, 
who are diſtinguiſhed by their affectation of 
Philoſophical refinement ſtrangely perverted 
by odd mixtures of jocularity, malevolence 
and profaneneſs? But be the diſpoſition ever ſo 
pious and prudent, yet in reſpect of Scienti- 
fical proficiency, it will alſo be found neceſ- 
ſary to call in the ſeveral foreign Aids, which. 
are 
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are pointed out under diſtinct heads in Sect. 
3. and 4.* Here will be a demand for great 
labour and patience in examining the diſqui- 
ſitions of approved Writers; - in abridging 
and analyſing Treatiſes of ſound reaſoning 
upon ſacred and intereſting ſubjects; in 
noting down the ſubſtance of ſuch eritical 
remarks as may give to Holy Scriptures their 
due illuſtration in reſpect either of Senti- 
ment or Language; not omitting or over- 
looking even the minuter accuracies of 
Grammatical obſervation. From this trea« 
ſure of things new and old, the Lecturer 
may afterwards make his ſelection of ſuch 
particulars as befit . the circumſtances of 
younger Students; nor ſhould he fail to re- 
fer them to ſuch authors, as treat more 


1 


No maxim is more true, than that Holy Scripture is its 
own beſt Interpreter : But it would be a wild inference, that 
Nothing more is requiſite to produce a true Interpretation 
than to read it over in our mother-tongue, be the taſk per- 
formed with ever ſo much earneſtneſs 1 Let me 
on this occaſion refer to Mr. Taylor of Norevich's Expoſition of 
the Epiſtle to the Romans. He hath indeed interſperſed ſome 
ſingularities, which the courſe of his 8 doth not 
always ſeem to juſtify, however it, or perhaps ſome prepoſ- 
ſeſſions, may have inſtilled them into his own mind. But the 
Prefatory Diſcourſe, in which he unfolds the true nature of 
the Goſpel-ſcheme ; and his Method of inveſtigating the 
meaning of St. Paul's Reaſonings, according to the example 
of Mr. Locke, and thereby of caſting a light upon other parts 
of the old and New Teſtament, are maſterly ; and may be re- 
conmended as an excellent model of Scriptural Criticiſm, | 


_- largely 


6 
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largely upon the ſubjects in hand, and may 
be confulted for further ſatisfaction. 
Let me add, that, upon this occaſion, men 
of a candid and ingenuous diſpofition will 


never be fond of difparaging the merit of 


other writers, nor difſemble their excellen- 
cies. Thoſe Arguments which do not ſtrike 
us, we ſhould not rafhly diſcard; and deſ- 
pife, as uſeleſs Topicks ;* nor undervalue 
4 43 0 OT 7 3 1 1 Than? 7 
However concluſive and convincing the different Argu- 
ments may be, yet they will not always ſeem fo to the ap- 
prehenſions of different men. All are not alike affected with 
the ſame things: from a peculiar turn of mind ſome men are 
formed or habituated to receive conviction from one kind of 
ne more readily than from another; and the Minds of 
ferent men are differently moved by the ſame Arguments as 
placed in different lights, God hath ee been pleaſed, 
in manifeſting truths of ſuch univerſal importance as are con- 
tained in Religion; to lead men to it by different ways; that 
different Natures, thus accommodated with what is moſt ſuit- 
able to them, may not want the means of attaining to that 
Knowledge which is equally neceſſary for All. | 
Every man is ſenfible of the working of his own mind 
alone; and each man, who feels the power of any proof of 
the Divinity of the Goſpel, can beſt determine which kind 
of proof is beſt fitted to draw him to conviction. It is therefore 
anreaſonable to quarrel with men, becauſe they wilt not be 
convinced in the tame way with ourſelves. Rather ſhould we 
endeavour to ſet All the proofs in the cleareſt light we are able, 
— to preſs home the ſeveral great arguments in their full ex- 
tent, and leave all men to apprehend for themſelves —whethey 
it be from the glorious diſplay of God's eternal Wiſdom, 
dis woavroxiay rope manifeſted ToAvgpetpys xe WEAUTEO WG —— 
of his Goodneſs, in the kindneſs and equity of his La- 
his Omniſcience, in declaring future events by Prophetical 
Revelation ——or the Wonders of his Power, confirming his 
Revelation by Miracles : — and, where there is a ſtrength 


of Mind capable of receiving them, uniting All theſe ſeveral 
powers 


—— * * 
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the merit of commonly received Illuſtrations, 
And though it will be difficult, and may by 
no means be adviſable, abſolutely. to baniſh 
all fondneſs for what may ſeem .new. Diſcor 
veries of our on, yet a Lecturer ſhould re; 
ſerve them to {cle Diſſertations, and addreſs 


them to the Learned, in order to have their 


merits canvaſſed and debated : Let him not 
perplex the minds of young Students with 
them ; much leſs addreſs them from the 
Pulpit to the People; who, though com- 
monly of itching ears, are judges altogether 
incompetent ; ever ready to receive Appeals 

in matters of Learning; and moſt ſo, when 
they are entertained with ſome itreverent re- 
— upon characters of eftabliſhed credit. 
: The; ſame plan upon à ſmaller; ſcale ſhould 
be obſerved by the younger Student; As he 
cannot, all at once, engage in a courſe of 
extenſive reading, let him be fiorft to Hear, 
Sow to Speak. Let him from time to time 
recollect and write down the ſubſtance of 
what he reads, or what is delivered, whether 
in Sermons or in Lectures, for his Inſtruc- 


powers of working eonviction, for the eſtabliſhment of the 
Goſpel and confutation of Gainſayers. 

The foregoing reflexions might be purſued, and applie! to 
ſome Deriders of all Abſtract And Metaphyſical Reafoning 
concerning the foundations of Religion and Morality.— 
Men unuſed to cloſe and reſined Thinking themſelves, are 
b too apt to ridicule it in Others. 
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tion. Nor let him be diſcouraged at the 
roughneſs and imperfection of his firſt Eſſays: 
He will undoubtedly feel improvement, in 
proportion as he employs himſelf in this ex- 
erciſe, --- improvement, not only in know- 
ledge, but, which is alſo a moſt deſirable 
quality, in learning' to think modeſtly of 
himſelf and reverently of his Inſtructors. 
Youthful Imagination, when left to itſelf, is 
apt to run wild and to hurry men into paths, 
of Error: And mere native Sentiment, ho] ↄZꝗ- 
ever pleaſing it may ſometimes appear from 
its carrying an air of ſimplicity, newneſs and 
originality, will generally be found con- 
temptible for its meagreneſs and poverty. 
He that is wiſe, will endeavour to güard 8 
againſt the Danger and Diſgrace, by import, 
ing intellectual Riches and Experience from 
other ſources. 4 

Mr. Addiſon hath adviſed Chalets 
not to waſte their time by laborious Com- 
* poſitions of their own.” And no wonder, 
if, under the ſhelter of his authority, from 
pretence of not corrupting their ſtyle by 
writing much, Some may indulge their in- 
dolence, and check their own improvement, 
by writing not at all. | 


* Spedt. Ne 106. 


That 
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That man indeed muſt be a ſtranger to 
Thought and Compoſition, | who doth not 
acknowledge, that the providing of One-or 
Two new elaborate Diſcourſes for weekly 
uſe is a Tax of Labour too great for men of 
common induſtry and common genius, if in- 
deed of any genius, to pay, a Tax far greater 
than what is ever expected in other Nations, 
or in This, from the other Learned Profeſ- 
ions; wherein every movement, every O pi- 
nion, every Pleading, every Preſcription is 
rewarded with inſtant Profit. Commendable 
it is for Thoſe, who are raw and unexperi- 
enced in the arduous work of Preaching, to be 
diflident of their abilities to ſatisfy the expec- 
tations and to relieve the ſpiritual wants of 
their Hearers. In this view therefore it muſt 
be excuſeable, and it will be even laudable, 
to take ſome benefit of Literary productions 
already prepared by writers of eſtabliſhed 
credit; excuſeable; becauſe ĩt is neceſ- 
ſary, eſpecially if men are diſtracted with but 
a moderate portion of other cares: and lau- 
dable; becauſe this exerciſe of Judgment in 
reviewing the diſcourſes of other men, in aid 
of our own invention, whether for inriching 
or correcting it, is carrying on the work of 
our Improvement. 


® See this point fully and judiciouſly ftated by Arch- -Biſhop 
Secher, Charge to the Clergy of Canterbuiy, p. 288 Ke. 


But 
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But were Preachers generally to accept of 
Mr. Addiſon's diſpenſing Indulgence, were 
they to go on from year to year contented 
with ſervilely tranſcribing Sermonsꝰ and liv- 
ing as it were upon the rapine of other men's 
labours, they cannot fail of diſgracing the 
reputation and honour ® af their profeſſion; 
and in proportion as the practice becomes 
general, though the ſhame may be leſſened, 
yet the way to that literary 1kill- by 
the'Englith Clergy have hitherto been ney 
guiſhed, muſt ſoon be forecloſed ; there neceſ. 
farily muſt follow a Decay of Parts in Clergy 
men, and a neglect of ſerious Studies; no re- 
gard will be” had to attain the faculty of 
adapting their advices to the circumſtances 
of their Hearers ; and, which is a very ma+ 
terial point, one main ſource of devout and 
pions ſentiments within themſelves will be 
ſtopped up ; For ſerious Thought alone can 
give to theſe Their birth; and frequency of 
Meditation muſt cheriſh and bring them to 
perfection: This, while it leads us to ſtudy 
the diſeaſes of the Soul, and to ſearch out 
the propereſt remedies for them, will at the 
ſame time moſt effectually regulate and ſanc- 
tify our own affections and paſſions. 


See Bp Sprat's Charge. p- 21 &c. 
d See Bp Stilling fleet's Eccl. Caſes p. 204. and Orig. Brit, 
P- 230 &c. Before 
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Before the Reformation, the qualifgations 


o the ignorance of the times. To Read the 


Latin Miſſal, ſeemed an high attainment to 
Hearers who could ſcarce read or write their 
Mother-tongue : The, Exerciſe of Preaching 
was expected from Few, and that but ſeldom, 
And if in the celebration! of Divine Offices, 
the officiating Miniſter had enabled himſelf 
to add the acquired graces of a becoming 
E and harmonious Elocution, (ſuch as 
ſome modern Profeſſors of Eloquence, highly 
praiſeworthy in Theatrical Recitation, have 
been pleaſed to repreſent. as the principal, if 
not the ſole; things needful in a Chriftian 
Orator,) T heſe might well paſs for accom- 
pliſhments ſufficient for ſtations of higheſt 
Eminence. But Who doth not ſee. the ne- 

ceſſity of much ſuperior attainments in every 
Engliſh Clergyman that would willingly riſe 
above contempt ? Who doth not feel the 
poignanty of that Sarcaſm, or what generous 
mind would not wiſh to avoid the ſtroke of 
it, Thou that teacheſt another, Art Thau thyſelf 
untaught ? And yet what refuge is left for 
Him, who hath neglected the opportunities 
of Improvement? or who, deſerting his pros 
per buſineſs, bath. transferred his cares to 
* objects What? but the wretched 
One, 
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one, of affecting to deſpiſe thoſe accompliſh- 
ments which-he hath not attained, and of 
undervaluing that knowledge, which is the 
groundwork of his very Profeſſion, and-which 
it is his duty to diſplay. It is often objected 
with much ſarcaſtic earneſtneſs, that the Fa- 
culty of Divinity i is overloaded with Books; 
But it is this labour of the Pen, which 
enables Clergymen to digeſt their Reading, 
and to apply it to its proper uſes. Let it 
be urged that the modern World hath not 


been bettered by the multiplication of Ser- 


mons*; yet, ſo long as every Age continues to 
give new and peculiar modifications to the 
Objections of Unbelievers and Hereticks; ſo 
long as the practical Follies and Vices of 
Mankind are every day reconciling them- 
ſelves to publick approbation under new and 
ſpecious appearances, it will be incumbent 
upon all Clergymen, in their ſeveral ſtations, 
to refute and put the former to filence, and 
to expoſe the latter by ſound fpeerh-=-ſpeech 
that cannot juſtly be condemned, either for 
futility of matter, weakneſs of argument, or 
injudiciouſneſs of repreſentation. _ 

I have hinted it to be part of a Lecturer 
Duty to inform his Hearers, What Books are 
proper to be conſulted on every occaſion of 


: See the Dedicatory Diſſertation of Dr. J. Barton prefixed 
to the firſt Volume of his occaſional Sermons, 
Doubt 
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Doubt or Difficulty, with their characters and 
uſes. Let me add, that this neceſſity of 
Book knowledge is by no means peculiar to 
the ſtudy of Divinity; it appears indiſpen- 
fable in every branch of Literature, as 
much as it is neceſſary for every Apprentice 
to know the ſeveral tools and inſtruments, 
which will be uſeful in the manual opera- 
tions of his proper Trade. And the young 
Student in the Univerſity, if he is wiſely 
directed and well diſpoſed, will carefully im- 
ptove one great advantage of his ſituation 
there, which he will in vain wiſh for in other 
places; I mean, that of having an eaſy acceſs 
to publick Libraries. Indeed he may partly 
judge of his fitneſe, in reſpect of natural 
diſpoſition; for Clerical ſtudies, by the plea - 
ſare that he feels in every new diſcovery of 
what may qualify” him for them. If he 
hath no inclination to know the Literary hiſ- 
tory of this Profeſſion in all its branches ;--- . 
If he eannot ſometimes make it the amuſe- 
ment of his leiſure-hours to retite into the 
Library and examine the treaſures which it 
contains; if he finds it agreeable to play, to 
ſaunter, to do nothing, or worſe than nothing, * 
rather than to exerciſe his Curioſity in 
a matter ſo eaſy, ſo copious, and ſo enter- 
taining, there is little reaſon to hope, that 
f he 
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Books — may be reco to 4 
And now probably the Student may think 
it high time to inquire, <* Mat Reward ſpall 
& have? What profit will there be. in my 
Labaurs, ſuppoſing them to be conducted 
with all the carefulneſs and diligence here 
recommended ? --- Theſe Queſtions, in an 
age eminently devoted to worldly purſuits, are 
generally uppermoſt in the Parents thought, 
when the Son. is deſtined to the profeſſion 
of Divinity ; - And, in proportion as they 
continue a main object to the mind ef young 
Students, they will work as a Canker, deſtroy- 
ing all ſuch virtues as are truly Chriſtian and 
Clerical. In anſwer therefore let him attend 
principally to the mild but foreible expoſtu- 
lation of gt. Paul, who thus admoniſhes all 
Clergymen in the perſon of  Timethy. . 
None but men of corrupt minds eull ſuppoſe. 
that Godlineſt is Gain, or to be embraced. 
upon lucrative views of Covetouſneſs. But 
Godlineſs with contentment is great Gain. F or 
abe brought nothing into this world ; and it is 
certain that we can carry nothing out. And 
having Food and Raiment, let us be therewith 
content. But they that Will be rich, fall into 
Temptations and a Snare, and into many fookſt 
and hurtful Lufts. For the love of Maney is 
| the 
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— of all Evil; which while Same bave 
coveted after, tbey have erred from the Faith, 
and pierced themſehves through with many ſor+ 


rows. But Thou, O Man of God, flee theſe - 


— 1 Tim. 6. 5—11. 

However, a Man of the World, | ſpeaking 
to worldly-minded men, might an{wer fur- 
ther, and this very truly, that the Profeſſion 
of Divinity, with its primary qualifications 
of good Learning, ſtands high in the eſtima- 
tion of our Las; and ſome great Rewards 
ate held forth to men a proficiency 


2 10 conſideration that Biſhops are aell — by their 
Learning able to aſſiſt the State with good advices in matters 
nor y, and Religious, — as well as Godly Men in their per- 
nal Characters, Tee the Book of Con/ecration, and the King's 
— Min ve) they are Wer with the Parliamentary ho- 
nours of Prerage. 

Deans and Dignitaries « are deſcribed as Ane Scientia 
commendand; + And, in proof, by ſome Local Statutes it is ex- 
preſsly required, that they have proceeded to Academical De- 
grees. Indeed the periodical exhibition of Theological Pro- 

ciency, to which they are obliged, implies that they are 
Learned men. 

The King in giving promotion declares, that He doth 
it ex certd fcientia (from certain perſuaſion of the Perſon's 
merit and fitneſs) ef ex mero motu (from a truly royal prin- 
- Ciple, that of beneficence and publick ſpirit.) But, as 
the Great, by reaſon of their elevated fituation, muſt. "a 
be contented to hear with the Ears and to fee with the Eyes 
of other men, Miniſters of State, whenever they offer their 
recommendatory advices, are in Law and Reaſon preſumed 
to adopt the noble principles, which their Maſter declares to 
be his own. 

- Biſhops, being Learned themſelves, will naturally da in. 


clined to favour Learning in Others. f 
f 2 T he 
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therein, with all the aſſurance that human 
Proviſions can ſeem to give. Patrons of Be- 
nefices are, by the nature of their Truſt, 


under obligations of Honour as well as of Law 


to deal uncorruptly; and indeed otherwiſe 
they are puniſhable by a temporary forfeiture 
of their Right of Patronage; Clerical Pa- 
trons more eſpecially. 

On the other hand, Students ſhould be 
appriſed, that every Clergyman, from the 
higheſt Arch-biſhop to the loweſt Vicar, be- 
fore his Admiſſion to any Eccleſiaſtical Be- 
nefice, muſt declare by a ſolemn Oath, that 
« he hath made no fimoniacal payment, con- 
* tra& or promiſe, directly or indirectly, by 
« himſelf, or by any other to his knowledge, 
c or with his conſent, to any perſon or per- 
«« ſons whatſoever, for or concerning the pro- 
« curing and obtaining of his Eccleſiaſtical | 
“ Dignity, Place, Preferment, Office, or 
„Living, nor will at any time hereafter per- 
6 om or ſatisfy any ſuch kind of payment, 


The more opulent Beneſices are by Statute-Law confined 
to men of approved Abilities. 13 Eliz. c. 12. K. 4, It is ex- 
preſsly provided, that None ſhall be admitted to Benefices 


with Cure above 30/. in the King's Books, unleſs Batchelor 


in Divinity, or Preacher ſpecially Licenſed. 

Dr. /2//on, Biſhop of St. David's, A. D. 1705. was de- 
graded from his Epiſcopal Office and Benefice for corrupt 
Practices: in this reſpect. 


* 


f* con- 
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contract or. promiſe, made by any. Other 
10 nee his knowledge or conſent. 

And ſurely, if it be true that, .; the main 
. « ſupport of Piety and Marals conſiſts in the 
* Parochjal Labours of the Clergy, and 
that, * if this Country can; be preſerved from 
utter profligateneſs and ruin, it muſt be hy 
« their means of” 1 We mult acknowledge the 
wiſdom of thoſe proviſions, by which the 
Engliſh Law hath diſcouraged a trading ſor- 
didneſs, now too often ſeen, in Common Pa- 
trons. No endeavours have been ſpared by 
the Legiſlature to prevent Sacred Offices 
from being tainted in their very ſpring. Juſt- 
ly therefore may it move the indignation of 
ſerious men to ſee frequent Advertiſements, 
with undiſſembled invitations of Patrons and 
Clerks fo avowed Markets of Clerical 'Car- 
ruption. * But, whatever artifices may be 
contrived to evade the plain direction of 
Law, and to elude its ſanctions, an Attor- 
ney's Caſuiſtry will not always ſooth the 
pangs of a violated Conſcience; The acquiſi- 
tion of temporal emoluments at the expence 
of Honeſty will always be found a very dear 
purchaſe; and more ſo, when it is further 


* See . Biſhop Secker's Charge to the Clergy of Canter- 


bury, p P- 239. 
> See this ſub; ect uſefully repreſented, in a Viſitation- Sermon 


at Sudbury 1769 by Mr. Henry Craſnan. 


con- 
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conſidered, that the Poſſeſſion of them muſt 
ever remain precarious, ſo long as there re- 
mains the poſſibility of producing” Proofs of 
Venality and Corruption. 

I would not however — 15 flat 
tering the young Student with golden dreams, 
that a competent Affluence of Preferment 
will by natural courſe attend him in the pur- 
ſuit of his Studies, and in the faithful diſ- 
charge of Clerical duties. The Eccleſiaſtical 
Lottery, notwithſtanding the ſplendid Lure 


of Epiſcopal and Cathedral Dignities, can 


by no means be recommended as advanta - 
geous to common Adventurers, upon a Mer- 
nes view of worldly Apron 


- © Eccleſiaſtical Benefices in England are * 18 
conſiderably under 10,000. (the Pariſhes being about 9284.) 
Of theſe it was computed about 30 Years ago, that 


5 597 did not exceed gol. per Annu. 


25 
2538 — 
1071—— 10. 


Many other ſmall Livings had not then bens certified at all, 


And theſe Profits (ſmall as they are, conſidered as a Mainte- 
nance for a man of liberal education) muſt be obtained 
Courteſy, and in many caſes are known to be collected wi 
ſo much difficulty, as deſtroys that little comfort which they 
might otherwiſe adminiſter. Hard! if any remaining part 
of the publick Patrimony, which the Law hath left for en- 
couragement of Learning, for the ſuſtenance of Hope, and 
reward of Fidelity in paſſn through theſe lower ſtages, be 
foreſtalled and ſized by Nie in Money, * in 
Elections Sc. 


But 
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Ds Goon Getting aſide the caſe of mer- 
cenary, illegal tranſactions, vain and chime» 
rical would be the expectation, that the ar- 
rangement of Eccleſiaſtical promotions ſhould 
allways take place in exact proportion to com- 
parative literary merit. Eyen within the li- 
wits of Law and of Reaſon, there is left a 
large (though ſurely not an endleſs) range 
for Partialities ariſing from perſonal Friend 
ſhips, Family- connexions a en 
Services. dien both sii 

In the State Ecclefiaſticit 3 a man may have 
Genius;, he may have Induſtry; he may have 
Erudition; But it may not be known to Pa- 
trons, rich men furniſhed with ability to re- 
ward; ' Or if known, it may not ſtrike their 
apprehenſion as challenging their particular 
regard in preference to 9e of, their own 
Houfhold.\ The Donation of Praiſe will often 
be made without grudging, while that of 
Preferment, when eſtimated at the price 
which an active Attorney could make it bear 
at Market, may appear a treaſure too valuable 
to be given out of a Family without an ade- 

te compenſation in Money or in Money's 
worth. The Royal Patronage indeed being 
large in itſelf, and exerciſed ex mero motu ef 


certd ſcientid, may ſeem more commenſurate 
to the Advancement of Learning. But even 
That 


. s rp 


That may be warped or preſſed into other 
ſervices. The way to it muſt ever remain 
Impraicible; till? propet Paſſports'ire pr o- 


; Boilie b "2 SE 4 i: 1 2. 10 11 19 3181 


Of his own difficulties in this reſpect the late 10 B He 
Date of Nærocaſile hath been heard; to complain ;-althoug] 
etimes did find himſelf able to Call men int 
Reſtebese upon ſuappòſed qualifications of Literary merit, 
without Connexio without Sollicita 5 fi 
cere Jatte to dezent the Sa 1 4 ths ni 0 — 
truly Noble 1 to oonſidet᷑ it _ an derbe 


— at the head Univerſity, 4 Fam f 
zeaſous Nuwas 9 ei a chem 6 ome Imp tary 


ments in Academical difcipline (thwarted as it was by pa 4 
and ridic b Others) ure which He too 
in OMe a3 dls Ada, Se are aaebrities by his 
— ee . cannot equitably be reſolved into: 40 principle 
ut of good meanin Cy 
Witlings indeed doh] with fe ITE hothchis of High 
Life, did wonder, how's man of Faſhion —_— pleaſars 
in theſe literary entertainments. But a few 
preſſions Which maſt occur to every ix e 0 2 0 g PHY 
(Stateſmen, both of them Aibingioed by: N ern 
Good ſenſe) will carry with them a full vigdication of this 
Academical Character. Let bur Noble Patron be conceivett 
to ſay Quæres a Me, Clodi, cur tantophre bir bominibys 
delectar 7. E go wero ſateor me literarum udiis” ge dedi tum.) 
Juvat me quod vigent fludia, troferunt fe" ena þ 
eftentent. Ley th Literat Juvem uli proliſfamb ug r in que 
Urgentss t U e, [tas ee On pics. L porro eff 
=: Senectute 11. 4 hs, ai ? Ng 'S7 ek! 515 2 22 
deleaario fola peteretur, tamen hanc animi — nem bumaniſſi- 
mam ac liberaliſſimam eſſe judicaverim, Suf ditant certe mihi 
el animus ex Curiali frepitu reficiatur, 25 cbrvicio defeſte 
conquieſcant. An Tu exiftimas —— ferre\ animos noſtros tantam 
pofſe contentionem, ni eos Doerind — — ? teres 
pudeat. Me vero quid pudeat, |, um temporis Cireris 
conceditur ad Ludos celebrandss, guantum a alias Voluptates; 
quantum Alii tribuunt intempeſtidis C omiſationibus, quantum 
Ganeæ, quantum Scorterum illecebris, quantum Piles, quantum 


Alea, quantum V. enationivus, quantum Circo, aut inſulſis Saluta- 
tionibus, 
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cured of ſuch recommendations as are «hes 
yond the reach of common men: and He 
that will aim at procuring them by dint of 
Courtly attendances, and aſſiduous ſollicita- 
tions of Great men, muſt deſeat the preten- 
ſions of his claim, while he neglects the 
means of Erudition, and deſerts the e 
bufineſs of his Clerical Station. 

Add ta this, that with all the adleoditaged 
above-mentioned a Learned man may fore- 
cloſe the way to his on promotion by ſelt- 
conceit and Inſolence, by Ill- nature, Im- 
prudence or Immorality. Or, ſuppoſing Pa- 
trons to be regardful of Learning, it ſhould 
be conſidered, that the temper of each par - 
ticular Age is ever fluctuating, ever giving a 
vogue of oredit to one branch of Study pre- 
ferabiy to another. What are called the 


rionihius,  tantun ike Egamet ad hee fudia 000 ſuodfers 
&c. &. 
As to the reſt, one may venture to affirm, that, whatever 
tranſient advantages a Minifter of State may derive from little 
ſhifts af, Policy, and temporiſing expedients, tq By. 
mouths of unreaſonable — WM Fo 2 - f 
bliek-{pirited virtues, as can * — 
— * Good — Learned men, will eve ever be the no my 
if not the fafeſt, object of Ambition. 3 — tumult and 
1 of Party, it may enſure the perpe tuity 
„ I hut it 15 will J dignify E ; it will be a laſting 
fund of pleaſing Reflexion, 2 tranſmit a Name to fut 


ages under rel chat even Bad men muſt wiſh to 
be their own. | 


* 
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Fine Arts, Painting, Sculpture, Architecture 
and Muſick (to fay nothing of the more Me- 
chanical) at preſent ſtand faireſt in publick 
Eſteem. They certainly have merit, as they 
brighten and improve the regions of Civil 
life: And this merit appealing to Senſe and 
Imagination will generally recommend itſelf 
by the eaſineſs of acquiſition and by its na- 
tive pleaſingneſs. As the Clergyman muſt 
be allowed his ſeaſons of Recreation, he 
may doubtleſs, innocently and wiſely, ſeek 
for refuge in theſe liberal accompliſhments, 
and at the ſame time open his way to favour 
with great Patrons. But let him be careful, 
how he giveth up the graver ſtudies of his 
proper profeſſion, and prefers the praiſe of 
being an agreeable Companion, or a good 
Connoiſſeur in matters of. Virtù, to that of 
a ſound and well- read Divine. 

I enlarge not upon other occaſional cauſes 
of Favour, ſuch as the being Tools of Party, 
Companions in Pleaſures, or Inſtruments in 
baſe Offices. With theſe works of Dark- 
neſs, however advantageous, the ſerious 
Clergyman will have no communication. 
But, if not inveſted with lawful authority to 
controul it's motions, perhaps he had beſt 
leave the World, in theſe reſpects, to go as it 


will. And, for the regulation of his own 
con- 


DIVINITY. 47 


conduct, let him adopt thoſe; principles; 
which, by Office, he muſt, inculcate, upon 
Others. Seek firſt the Kingdom of God and 
bis righteouſneſs.* Commit thy way unto Gad, 
and put thy truſt in Him. Whatever may be 
your Station, Do Your. Duty, and, leave 
events. to Providence. Having dedicated 
yourſelf to Theological ſtudies and o the de- 
fence of the Goſpel, ©, underſtand it well, in 
order to teach it effectually. Approve Your- 
Jelf to be a workman. that needeth not to be 
aſhamed. * Eſteem it highly ignominious to 
betray the beſt of cauſes, the cauſe of Reli - 
gion and Virtue, by your inſufficiency, to 
maintain it. Deal not deceitfully either with 
the world or with Vourſelf; but proſecute 
your Studies heartily as unto God and not to 
Men, knowing that from God You ſhall receive 
Your reward. Upon the whole, 

The ſureſt fund of Happineſs to a Clergy- 
man, the only one upon which he can ſafely 
depend, under God, is that which lyeth in 
his own Mind. Let him not ſeek great things.* 
Let him not fret himſelf nor be envious. * 
Let him learn betimes the arts of Qeconomi- 
cal Prudence and Contentment ; for they 


* Matt. 6. 33. * Pl. 37.5, © Phil. 1. 17. 2 Tim. 
2.15. © Epheſ. 6. 7, 8. Colaſſ. 3. 23, 24. * Jerem. 45. 5. 
Dr. Geo. Fothergill hath left an excellent and _ Medi- 
tation upon this Text. Pf. 37. 1, 


g 2 will 
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will certainly enrich him by leſſening all 
Artificial wants ; they will prepare him for 
every Call and every Reverſe of fortune; to 
enjoy the Beſt, and bid denance to the Worſt. 
To this let him add the habit of Induſtry ; 
for ſo, he will be enabled to piece out that 
ſcanty allotment of Eccleſiaſtical bread, which 
may be his portion, into the means of a 
comfortable ſubſiſtence, commenſurate to 
every Real want, whether of creditable ap- 
pearance or neceſſary uſe. Let him adorn the 
Doctrine of God our Saviour in all things,* c- 
compliſh himſelf in the Knowledge, and be 
punctual in the Duties of his Profeſſion; and 
then he will ſcarce fail of meeting with ſa · 
tis factory returns of reverence and eſteem ;==+ 
at all events he will find a neverfailing ſource 
of comfort in his own mind. What? though 
the worldly. Honours and Profits of the Pro- 
feſſion may be anticipated by Others? the 
great object of habitual conſideration ſhould 
be, What rank of Dignity or Degradation 


Clergymen are to expect, when called to give 
account f their Stewardſhip, in the im- 


provement, or in the negle& and abuſe, or 


miſapplication of their Talents; when 7he 


Faſhion of this World® and all its envied 
Honours, Profits and Pleaſures ſpall have 


paſſed away. 
„Tit. 3-10, W Piet. 7% Lk. 16. 2. 1 Cor. 7. 31. 
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'Diviniry adi, 5 p. 2. Importance of the Stud ai 
pious Education the beſt Preparative, p. 2. Neglect of This a 
great impediment t6 Proficiency. What Preparation for this 
Study mäy be 6btained in the Univerlity during the 3 fl 
years, p. 4, 5. Plau, p. 5, 6, 7.— The ſcheme propoſed not 
to be deſpiſed for its Plainneſs, p. 3. but cannot be effectually 
purſued without a Tütor's ſuperintendence, p. 9. Improve- 
ment maſt be gradual, p. 10. How the ſcheme of Study is 
to be enlarged in view of taking H. Orders; with reſpełt to 
Philoſophy — Evidentes of Natural Religion, p. 10. of Re- 
vealed — Holy Seripture; as to its Authority Canon 
gubject- Matter — p. 11. Languages — Biblical Hiſtory with 
its Appendages, p.1z Ecelefiaſtical Hiſtory, its uſes, p. 3. 
Church · Hiſtory of Aritain. Eſtablimment of Church of 
England, p. 14. Schiſms.— Hereſſes— Articles and Liturgy, 
Eceleſiaſtical Law, p. 15. Moral reflexions upon the ex- 
tenſiveneſs of this Study, p. 16. A commentary on the 
Seience of Religion for the uſe of younger Students; much 
wanted, p. 17, Proper Buſineſs of an Academical Pro- 
feſſor of Divinity in this reſpect, p. 18, 19. Arch-Biſhop 
Secker a great Friend to theſe Studies, exemplifying them in his 
Life and Writings, p-20,21. None of the Articles of the Sylla- 
bus uſeleſs : but different in reſpect of Importance, p. 22. 
Some of univerſal importance to all Clergymen, p. 22. Bi- 
ſhop Sherlock an uncommon inſtance of univerſal Theological 
Genius, equal to the duties of a moſt difficult ſtation, p. 23, 
24. Biſhop Gib/on a rare example of Induſtry, Vigilance and 
Judgment, p. 24, 25. Indefatigableneſs of other Engliſh 
Prelates, p. 26, 27. Hints for forming a Commentary on 
Divinity according to the Outlines of the Syllabus by Perſons 
of riper years, p. 27, 28, 29. Caution againſt affectation 
of Novelty in Ourſelves, and Contempt of what has been 
done by Others, p. 28, 29. Scriptural Criticiſm ; Taylor's 
Comment on the Epiſt. to the Romans, a good Model, 


( 50 } 
p. 29. Younger Perſons, how they ſhould conduct the 
proſecution of "Theological Studies, p. 30, 31, 32. Mr. 
Addiſon's Advice againſt making Sermons conſidered, p. 32, 
33» 34. Peculiar Neceſſity of diligence and erudition in 
Clergymen of the preſent age. p. 34135», 36. Of the neceſſity 
of Book- knowledge and the great advantage of the Acade- 
mical ſituation in this reſpect. p. 37. What Rewards of 
his Labour a young Student may have in view? p. 38, 
Temporal advancement in Honour and Wealth not en- 
tirely to be diſclaimed ; becauſe the Law of the Land en- 
courages that proſpect, p. 39, 40. But this ſhould always 
be conſidered as precarious, and not to be much depended on. 
Common Patrons often ſordid, p- 41+. Proviſion. in the 
greater number of Benefices but ſcanty, p. 42. Great men 
not always at liberty to Do what they wiſh, and know to be 
right. p. 44- Therefore, Clergymen,, who. mean to be 
Happy, muſt riſe ſuperior to theſe conſiderations, and place 
the ſource of true Comfort elſewhere, namely in endea- 
vouring to obtain ſuch Qualifications of Heart and, Under- 
ſtanding as are ſuitable to the Clerical Profeſſion, and will 


certainly rrrommend Hep: to the . of God. p · 47. _ 
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Qualifications and Helps for ED the 
Holy Scriptures, p. 55. 


— ves of the principal Truths of Chriſtianity, upon 


the plan of our Sure n. P- 2 
Baptiimal Vow. p. 56. 
Articles of Faith. p. 57, 58. p 3109015 
Obedience. p. 59, 60. 
Means of Grace. p. 61, 62. 
Lord's Prayer. p. 63. 


»- Sacraments. p. 63. 


Biblical Hiftory. p. 64. 


Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory, Fathers, Councils &c. P- 65. 
Church of England. p. 50 67. 


Separatſts p. 67. | 
Preparation for entering into Holy Orders, p. 68. 
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T. HE Conſciences of many if not moſt of us can too eaſily 
inform u how htyle we Fgardghow ſeſdom we look into, 
thoſe Sacred — which were written under the peculiar 
Direction of God, for our Guidance to eternal Happineſs. 
We exclaim againſt it perhaps as the wickedeſt Tyranny in 
the Church of Rome, that it prohibits them to be read with- 
out Licegce, Byt dg we purſdvey, mage mycly mgze-uſe of 
our 12 in the midſt of the fulleſt Liberty, than if they 
continued to be locked up from us? Do we not ſpend a very 
ſmall ſhare of our Time, of aur leiſurss Timo, in looking 
into Them, compared with what ig waſted in the idleſt Oc, 
cupations and Amuſements ? The Hours, which we allot to 
Reading, da we not mere gammonly,..and. with ſar more. 
Pleaſure, employ them on any other fort of Reading, the 
moſt inſignificant, the moſt gorgupting and pernicious, than 
This ? Are there dot multitudes, who can hardly name che 
the Fime, when even on the Lord's Day itſelf, they read a 
Chapter, with the ſerious intention of i improving their Souls? 


Nays: the ſew, Who think of Religien in earvet, dy They 
not yſually apply to ather Books chiefly for Inſtruction in it, 
and ſtudy the ſacred Volumes far leG, than the Compoſitions 
of fallible men? 'Phe(#: are facta 85 | patarious, as they are 
lamentable.—One very extenſive cauſe af this ſo wonderful 
z contempt of God's Word is This, that aur Youth are very 
little taught, in compariſon of What they ſhould, (if they 
are taught at all) either by their Parents at home, or their 
Maſters or Tutors afterwards, to be reverently converſant 
in the Sacred Writings, and yet leſs inſtructed how to profit 
by them, Hence they are wnacquainted with thejr Hiſtory, - 
their Doctrines, their Language; have no early impreſſions 
made on them in favor of what they contain: and ſo when 
they are grown up, they ignorantly flight them, and are 
i eaſily induced to join with Scoffers in ridieuling them. 
1 All this might, be much atherwiſe, if they, who edycata + 
N Children, were but near ſo careful about it, as true Piety 
14 or even common Prudence, would lead them to be, 

N Abp Secker, V. 6. Serm. 4. p. 86-88. 
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Verdah ase to ag e 16 eme 
Argumentative, e. 


Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Englim. 
Style of H. 8. in e iff) ent 


Ryles of Criticiſin for in ing Holy Seriprare. 
Of the Study of Profane Authors as applied to that purpole, 
Commentaries Antient, On the whole, 


I Modern. On particular Bodks. 
Select Diſſertations, Sermons, &c. 


Directions for . te Hay Seripturgs. 
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Doctrines and Duties of Chriſtianity to be diſtinQly ſtated 
| and ſupported by Scriptural Profs. 


4 to obey the dictates of. Nateral and Cliriftian her 


gion here ſuppoſed. 
Church-Catechiſm, a good ſummary ; 22 
its Divi fon, 19 #3641999 big eee 


_ Hiſtory, of its Compiling. ,.. |... 1 1 l Leit 18 9154 7 
Sketch of Catechetical Inſtitutian and its formalities in the 


gnſent antient Church. n gout o i init 
BarFron ay Vow.” 
. DES. A 
Of Me: State of Natuxe > nadie 
Of oh Original; isse 
D Actual. 1 


Conſequence of Sin az east in H. Scripture, 
185 The 
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Tho State of Grace. il an cif 
Initiation into it dy Baptifin' 11 WER 
Privileges Coyenauted an the part of 654. ans") 
Engagement on the part of Man to 
Repentance, .// i 1 49 
Faith, ton} ned E919 5 
Obedience, l , 
Repentance, univerſall As * reſpeRt- to What is 


its Natufe- P: 
* n: 407 7: Main 4 Fete. 


fir? * * 
3 5 


Meer of Perfecti 
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4.00 W 2163 1 151! {A 2 411%} T* Tab: ca, 
Ak rere Of PATTH. | 
23 £01193 eno0161451) if] 1ovtgn 
Faith, different Senſes of the word , 3 


Hiſtorical Faith, „ Anib gs e ys 
2 ious Truſt or Affance, 


5 ifying Faith. 
Obiijation to 5 cen Profefion of bir Chrikiah Pad 


Creeds, their original Uſe, as more or leſs explicit, 


Apoſtles, | 
f.31;f 0 Nicene, F 55. 3 40 2413 ;T — N 2 *61 
Athanaſian. 0 banoq gut +7 _ 
Exicntiad Uſe of Raad. h 441 yodo 01 N O 
Of Myſteries. botoqys! 27907 rl 
Of Fundamentals. * ja MESSY. dowd”? 
Exiſtence and Perfections of God.. -o; 
Unity of God, how — or af ae in che  Hea- 
i [1 then World. 227 binn it L 167192 A2 | 


Diflin&ion of three Perſons in the unity of the Göbel. 
Of God the Father. 


Our Saviour Chriſt's Son' Ahip, 1114 
Divinity, Deſcent into Hell, 
Incarnation, Reſurrection, 155 
Sufferings, **Afcenſion, 2 
Death, Mediation, 
Satisfaction 9 Offices 3 Prophet, 
Regal. 


* Holy 


140. 
5 Offices. nt 5134 
was 30 
eee W A eee 
„ o et 10 eharnoblernifiurnty 
Church Catholick © 


its Bfabliſhment, 0 b J ky ——_— 
Towers,  -, Univerfality,” | 


bn. /  Perpetaity. 
Church Communion, - + 1 
Terms of it. aloe: ai) 7 
Forgiveneſs of Sins. | 
Subſiſtence and Senſibility of the Soul it in the — 
ſtate between Death and Reſutrection. 


Futility of the Romiſh Doctrine of Purgatory. 
eee of the Body. n 
uture — and 8 | 


their Nature, ea Pins 
Duration. | e 


OBEDIENCE. ' 
Moral, Salas ads 


Jewiſh Lan | Ceremonial, 
Judicial. k 


| Decalogue conſidered as a ſummary of the Moral Law. " Ins 
great Object; Duty to God and our Neighboat, © © 


Duty to ourſelves how reducible to it. 2 1 
Diſtinction between Duties Moral and Poſitive, ; 
Extent of Moral Duties. at A 
How far ome of the Commandments | in he Decalogs are 
onunve., 


RY Moral Duties are reducible to the banner ) 
ow? 


Of the perpetual Obligation to Moral Dmic:. 
Of Caſuiſtry in Scriptural Morality. 
815 „ 1. Of 
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1. Of Divine Worſhip, its Nature, OTE 
Neceſlity, . 


Publick and 35RD 
Private, dt noc 
Unjuſtifiablenef of Prayers to Angels, be. 13 
2.— of Image-Worthip. 2 


Of the Sanction to the Second Commandment. 


3. Veneration due to the Name and it's 
Word of God. Hoi I dud 


Profaneneſs, i omi! 

Blaſphemy, ee eee 
1G 7 213199191 

Perjury. 8. 294% 


Oaths their Nature 
| Lawfulneſs, ( ad 93444 
OW: (842.001 03 is £44 1 
4. Sabbath. s 8 1 
Hiſtory of its Inſtitution. . 1 
Reaſon and Nature of its Oblerrance anonght Chriſtians. 
Change of the Day... 77 


5. Relative Duties; 
Parents and Children : 


The . nd the Sanction. 
Huſband and Wite, _ - 5 6 
Maſter and Servant, | | 
Governor and Subject, 1 
Paſtor and People. 3533 
6. Murder. he f 
Perſonal Injuries. I SE - 
7. Chaſtity. | * x k | 51 00 l YIC g eee 
Temperance. 31 02 Hauber woe aavidhiee v3 nd 
Degrees of Violation. R 1 AS + 112d no: Bair 
8 Theft, Injuries in reſpect of Poſſeſſions. $1914 16 22. 
9. Calumny, Slander, Detraction, Falſe Witneſs, Lying. 
10. Government of the Thoughts and Deſire. 
Of —_— as diſtinguiſhed from the Jewiſh. © ** 
. Heathen. 
Whether our B. Saviour added- faked Athens n new 0 
the Moral Law ? 7 
The 


| e +-3 
m Divi- 


The Deſign of His Sermon on n the Mount, 

Duties peculiarly — 
Love of Enemies. 
Bearing injuries. 
Mortification and Selfdeniall. 
(Origin and Progreſs of Monkiſh Autres), 
Humility, * | 
Contentment. imer 

Of Antinomianiſm. 8 

Of partial Obedience. 

Of the Doctrine of Merit. * 

Works of Supererogation. be 


A 5 
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Of Divine Gract ; 


Preventing, Fo 47 ont len 4th 
1 . - 8 


Aſliting, 
its Neceſſity. 


Obſtructions and Hindrances, 


HA 1 109 ling 


MzAns OF Grader.” 


Prayer i in general. 


Neceſſity and proper Uſe of Supplication, 
Interceſſion, 
Thankſgiving. 


Internal Diſpoſitions; Humility, Purity, Afﬀiance, 


External Demeanour ; Attentiveneſs, Reverence. 
Of Praying in the name of Chriſt, | 24 2253. 
Importunity in Prayer. "MET" 


Frequency, how % mne A t 


Of Forms of Prayer. 


Prayers in an unknown Tongue. 


Our Lord's Prayer conſidered as a Form, 
-aP attern, 


; 


* 
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Com- 


Comprehenſiveneſs of it in the Whole. . 
| Propriety i in the order aud Matter of each Petition. | 
Practical Leſſons inculcated in each. 

Of God's Paternal Relation to Mankind. 


1. What is implied in the Nam of God # 


Of Holineſs Eſſential, 
Relative. 


Of doing all to the Glory of God. 


2, Of God's Dominion Natural, 
Moral. 


Kingdom of Grace, Bt Bello 
Glory. | a td 


3. Will of God Secret, 
Revealed. | 
| Morality reſolved into the Will of God. TY 


Obedience 
Paſſive 


Active. 
Example of * why propoſed ? 


4. Our Dependence upon God for the Neceſſaries and Con- 


veniences 
Of the general Term daily Bread. 


Of Grace at Meals. 

Induſtry neeeſſary to make what God gives us our on. 

Of Monkiſh Vews of Poverty. _ 

Provident Care as diſtinguiſhed from Sed and Anxiety. 
5. Sins of Omiſſion, 

Commiſſion, . _- 
Hopes of Pardon whence derived ? 
Condition on which we aſk. it. 


Lawfulneſs of Civil. Puniſanents, 


Self Def ENCE, | | 
War, Futt- 


64 


Fatility of GN Penances &c, in ths Church of 
Nome | 


6, Our Weakneſs Natural, 
| Moral. 


Temptation what ? 


In- what ſenſe we pray that God will not lead us into 
Temptation ? —that He will deliver us from Evil ? 


Who the Author of Evil 7 


Evil of Sin, 0 
| Puniſhment. _ 


Of our Communication with the world of inviſible Spirits. 


Doxolo Doctrine therein i lied, 
Proftical influences of Eg 


SACRAMENTS 
their Nature, 
Number. 


DefeRtiveneſs of the five pretended Sacraments of — Church 
of Rome. 


Baptiſm, — of this Rite; 
” Apflleation in the Chrikian Church. 


External Sign. 
Inward Grace. 
Conditions in the Receiver. 


. ” Ss 
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Of Infant-Baptiſm, 


_".Sureties, © © 
Confirmation, its Nature, 


Antiquity, 
Uſe, antiently, for extraordinary gifts, 


now, for nne Graces, _ 
Lord's Supper: 6 
Original of the coftication; 

| 12 


f 
1 
ww 
4 
4 | 
? + 
it 
N | 


- - 2 — L% bs 
2 
* n . * 
—ͤ—Ü—ͤj —— 2 — _ 
* 
i 
. 


n } 


64 Heads of a Courſe 


Appropriation by Chriſſt. 
Nature and Eſſential parts of it. 
Qualifications required in the Receiver. - 
Proper Behaviour at the Time-of em 
Benefits. rt 


Corruptions of Popery in this and the other Sacrament. 


Sx CT. 6. Biblical Hiory of Old and New 


Te foment. 


Compaſs of Old Teſtament in reſpect of Time,. 


825 Subje& Matter. 
General view of each Hiſtorical Book. | 


Prir.cipal Facts to be digeſted into erw Kr Order, 
— diſtinguiſhed into Periods. 


Divine Original of the Moſaick Occonomy. 
Of the Study of Jewiſh Antiquities. 


Coincidences of Scriptural Facts with Tranfattions of Profane 
Hiſtory. 


Lights mutually reflected to and fram 5 other. 
Difficulties in point of Chronology whence ariſing ? 


Interval between the Books of the Old _Teſtament, : and the 


New. 
Hiſtory of the Jews during that Period. 


Chronological order in which the Books of N. Teſlament were 
written, 


Compaſs of Time, 

—to be diſtinguiſhed i into Periods. 
Harmony of the Four Goſpels. 
Difiiculties whence ariſing ? 


Sacred Hiſtory how far continued in the Acts of the kel, 
a ak St. Paul's and other Fine, 


- 


Civil 


1 in Di vin ty. oy 65 
| Civil and Beelfaftca Sas of Jedes f this Perjod 


State of the, Roman 8 _ wenn n of Los known 
World, | M7 rH 


Chriſtian Era. 
When brought into uſe ? 


> 


Sec r. 7. Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory. 


a and Extent of the Propagation ccm 
Deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the Jewiſh Polity. 
Of miraculous Powers in the early times of Chriſtianity | 


Character of the firſt Century, Third, 
Second, Fourth. 


Teſtimonies of Heathen Writers reſpecting Chriſtianity. 


Riſe and Progreſs of Hereſies, 
Schiſms, 
Perſecutions. 


— of Uages i in Eccleſiaſtical Government aud Ditplin 
Of the principal } Fathers ; Ne 
their Works and Characters. 
— to be diſtinguiſhed into Claſſes, 
Whether uſeful to be ſtudied ? | ; 
| By what perſons ? 
In what vie- )? 5 R 
Their Judgment whence to be collected? 675 NE 
Their Authority how far to be admitted? 


Principal General Councils, their Time, 
Occaſion, _ 
Determinations. 


Their Decifions whether and how far concluſive upon ſac- 
ceeding Ages. 


Sketches of Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory in the Fifth and following 
Centuries. : 
With 
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E Church, eee - FIT 
With reſpeA to the _ C1 0 | 


Riſe and Progreſs of Popiſh Corruptions, i in Doctrine, 
Diſcipline, 
Church Government, 


* What uſes to be made of this branch of Study ? 


SEC r. 8. Church of England. 


Chriſtianity, When and by whom firſt Af 90 in Britain ? 
When generally received? 

Vnder what form of Church - Government and Diſcipline ? 
When and how did the Pope get footing in England ? 
Progreſs of Popiſh Uſurpations. 

Oppoſition from time to time given to ya yy 


How rendered ineffeQual ? 


Rife and Progreſs of the Reformation, in pn Eng- 
land—in Scotland—in Ireland. - * 


State of Ecclefialtcal Affairs under Hen. VIII. 
Edward VI. 


Reſtoration of Poyery by Queen Mary. 
Reformation under Queen Elizabeth. 


State of the Church of England under K .James I, "Charles I, 
Charles 4, James JI, 
Times of Uſurpation, William In. 


Civil Eſtabliſhment of Religion. — 


Church- Authority upon what footing it ſubſiſts at rte in 
the Church of England. 


Power Spiritual, 
Temporal. 
Haw far controuled by the Civil Laws of the Realm? 


Excommunication. 


Government of the Church of England, bow far Scriptural, 
: Apoſtalical ? 


King's 


* * * * 
. * 1 \ * 
as in Diuiniqy.. C2. 57 N 


King's 8 in what Senſe ae A 
r far founded on Serie 


\ 1 le 8 the Pac of the Jena, 
hriſtlan Sovereigns! 
Barriers erected N. — ay 


Reclefiatticsl Reveues of what kinky $O 15 u Naldt 541 JO 
Wheace the Clergy's Right to be drivel #' 614 100 
Doctrines of Ch. of England where to be found ? 
Liturgy, when and from what writings chiefly compiled ? 
Its Alterations and Reviſals. 


Ceremonies, how far neceſſary in oublick Worthip ? 
how far, when not neceſſary, allowable 7 


Ceremenions uſages in meme hens ere. 
rowed ? . 
What Objection hve bw raiſed aan them . 
How anſwered?  baz ned 43 
Homilies, Firſt = and . 9 
Articles, when and for what uſes compiled? 
* what Alterations they have r n- 1 
Of Subſcription to the Articles, by ye nger Members of the 
Univerſity, by Graduates, by oro 32 
Of the Calendar, and it's Computations, 04 151 ano;4 
Faſts, EI 
Feſtivals, Antient, VO WOES 
Preſent. - viziT 
Of the Rubricks in the Liner. E 199014 eb 
Of the Canons. nne 


SECT. 9. Riſe 4 Pavel, Fl Princiga 


eparatifls. . 


Of Schiſm. | 7 
Peculiar Doctrines and Charakterilkcks of Wee. 
ndependents, Nonjurors, 
Anabaptiſts. Me thodiſts. 
Quakers, 
Of Toleration. 


S ger. 10. 
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Heads of 'a Coutfe &c. 


* 9 v . * — , . 1 
p *25 6 } 


Sec 7 10. Pf e fir. entrng into 
he ANN . 


Of the Miniſterial Office. 


Of. Miniſters i in the Church, 
their Deſignation and Outward Miſſion. 


1 of Orders, ES 
" Biſhops, + A 4 


hd 
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Prieſts, He DOA SGDLS 2114 
Gs. Moral, 9 4 1 Vol | 
Literary and Philoſophical. 1 one item 
Habitual Faculty of Decently performing facred Offices. 
Of an Inward Call. | 


Due Senſe of the Importance and Duties of the Offices, 

* Seriouineſs, Catechiſing, 17 
Prudence, Preaching, WE 
Diſintereſtedneſs, - Prayer, 962 14 
Temper, - © _Sacraments, '- 
PFarochial Diligence, Viſiting, . 192 0 


An improved by Private Prayer. 
Proper Teſlimonialls. "21 bas © 


Certificate of Age and Baptiſm, +8446 


Title. GONG] 1 FI 


Ordination, proper Behavicur on applying bor it. N 0 
Eſſentials of it. el 0 


Laglih * of Ocdination, h 
10 K 
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